Seminal vesicle amyloid: the first example of exocrine cell origin of an amyloid fibril precursor.
Amyloid fibrils have been extracted from seminal vesicles, and a dominant 14 kD amyloid fibril protein has been identified. An antiserum to this protein reacted both with amyloid and with epithelial cells in some normal seminal vesicles. These reactions were blocked with seminal vesicle secretion and seminal vesicle amyloid fibril protein, but not by degraded amyloid fibrils or fibril protein from other types of amyloid. It is concluded that seminal vesicle amyloid is derived from secretory proteins of the seminal vesicles. As such, it is the first amyloid described which appears to be the product of an exocrine secretory cell.